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Germany and Eussia. Moreover, the conference with. Von
Keyserling at St. Petersburg bore fruit in the subsequently
published volume on Eussia, for that undaunted explorer
had traced his geological lines through the wilds of North-
Eastern Eussia, a region in great part unknown, and
stretching far beyond the limits of forest growth up to the
shores of the icy sea.

In other respects the tour had been an advantageous
one for Murchison. He had come into personal contact
with the scientific men of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden,
and formed acquaintances, and in some cases friendships,
which, lasting through life, helped to broaden his hold
upon the general scientific activity of his time.

Again, though the tour lasted little more than two
months, it had brought the traveller into personal rela-
tions with four of the crowned heads of Europe. It was,
of course, his steadily increasing reputation which secured
him this attention. Though keenly alive to such social
distinction, he was well aware that he owed it to his
science, and he endeavoured to repay the obligation by
losing no opportunity of doing his best to strengthen the
position of science and scientific men with the powers
that be.

Back again in London, he applied himself strenuously
to the final completion of the Eussian book, which had
been so long in hand. So great had been the delay, so
numerous the alterations and improvements occasioned by
his own fresh observations in the adjoining countries, as
well as those of Von Keyserling and others since the original
surveys of 1840 and 1841 in Eussia, that the estimated cost
of the work was more than trebled. The printers' charge for northern boulder-
